the WINNING PROJECT OF THE “pLACE WHERE WE LIVE” PROGRAMme announced. Francova lhota is the municipality that rejoices. 

Prague, 28 January 2013 – the project “Špuntov” of Francova Lhota municipality became the most successful of the five finalist of the “Place where we live” programme.

The project was chosen by an expert evaluation committee consisting of the representatives of VIA Foundation (Nadace VIA), which is in charge of the programme, and the programme partners, Česká Spořitelna Foundation (Nadace České společnosti) and NET4GAS, s.r.o company. The winning project was implemented in Francova Lhota, a municipality in the Zlín region on the very border with Slovakia, where an area for relaxation and a playground was created on unused piece of land.
Apart from the award-winning project, two other projects from the Pislen region (Chříč municipality and the Grammar and Vocational School in Plasy, Gymnázium a střední odborná škola, Plasy) were among the finalist, as well as one project from the South-Bohemian region (Embellishing Society for Nadějkov and its Neighbourhood, Okrašlovací spolek pro Nadějkov a okolí) and one from the Moravian-Silesian region (Nové Sedlice municipality).

The “Place Where We Live” programme of the VIA Foundation focuses on the renewal or development of neglected or unused public spaces. It is targeted on people, who team up with the effort to breathe new life into such corners and are willing to contribute to the change. The grant includes also expert services in order to facilitate the scheduling and managing of meetings, selecting the architect and supplier, watching the budget and enthusing the local entrepreneurs, craftsmen, council house and media for the idea.
“At present, we often hear that the Czech society splits into groups, a huge chasm gaping between them. However, the “Place Where We Live” programme and its present results show that such chasms are successfully filled or spanned with a bridge in many a Czech village or townlet. We often witness people creating community in places where they live, talking to one another and finding opportunities to spend their free time,” Ondřej Šindelář from the VIA Foundation says. 

As early as in 2011–2012, each of the supported organizations received a grant in the amount of CZK 310 000 intended for the adaptation of the selected areas in their municipality. Moreover, the representatives of the Francova Lhota municipality received today a symbolical cheque in the amount of CZK 50 000, so that they could improve Špuntov even further. 
We are closer to one another, people from the municipalities say
It is a fact confirmed by the comments from the places where the projects were implemented that the life is better when people know one another.  
“Children loiter in Špuntov even now, in winter, only not so much. Adults ask: Mrs. mayor, will there be another voluntary job again soon?” Kateřina Trochtová, the mayor of Francova Lhota located in the Senice river valley in the west part of Javorník on the border with Slovakia, says. Špuntov is the name local people gave to the new premises created on unused spot in the middle of the municipality, which should serve to children for playing as well as to adult people for relaxing. 
It transpired that some people are interested in the goings on in the village, which was wonderful news for me – it filled me with optimism. Owing to this event I could meet the locals, as I did not know a lot of them. I am also glad that some people are active, that they want to do something, to change something here,” Jana Jakubíčková, the member of the implementation group in the municipality of Chříč, where the village square was successfully transformed into a pleasant meeting and relaxation place during five voluntary jobs, says to describe her experience. The locals managed to clean the fountain, prune and cut trees and bushes, clean up the playground area, build nets surrounding the playground and many other things. 
As far as Nadějkov is concerned, where they “spruced up” the presbytery garden, making it available for public, what changed there? “We are on first-name terms more, some of us smile more on one another, some barriers went down and shyness was overcome, and we are a little bit, or maybe even more, closer. Last, but not least, we know who can do what, what instruments and machinery they have at home, which might come useful any time,” Jana Průšová, the project implementer, says by way of explanation. 
In Plasy, the Pilsen region, a student project was implemented, the result being a restored small park before the secondary school building, which is now used not only by the secondary-school students, but also to general public. “We wanted to prove to people in our school neighbourhood that young people can do more than destroy things, taking everything for granted. I am proud of us and I hope that also other people will appreciate the work done by the implementers as well as by the students and other Plasy citizens,” Jaroslava Jakešová, a student and implementation group member, says to explain her motivation. 
The necessity of community relationships confirmed also by sociologists 

 “Researches of special attachment of citizens usually show that people mostly identify themselves with the place (municipality) where they live and with the Czech Republic, significantly more than with the district or region of the municipality. All in all, a functioning and active local community is usually a prerequisite for the existence of a well-functioning and content municipality,” JUDr. Michal Illner from the Institute of Sociology of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic says. 
“The accompanying effect of the society modernization is the weakening of local community significance. Especially in towns it is not unusual that people do not know their neighbours, let alone maintaining longer relationships with them; in rural villages, the network of mutual relations mostly still exists. In our country, the rural villages are so small, that the relations between the citizens and the local authority members are mostly intensive and informal, which enables higher extent of informal participation; everyone can call on the mayor, meet him in the pub or call him. It is certainly more agreeable to live somewhere where I know a number of my neighbours and am able to agree with them on how to settle various problems than in anonymous or hostile environment,” Mgr. Josef Bernard, Ph.D., from the Institute of Sociology of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, added. 
The “Place Where We Live” program has long tradition
 “We have chosen the winning project from five finalist of the “Place Where We Live” programme. However, all the finalist of the just finished 8th year of the programme can be justly proud of their joint work and, therefore, feel as the winners. Owing to the common effort of the local citizens as well as of the local organizations and entrepreneurs, neglected or unsightly places in all the five municipalities were transferred into spaces in line with their needs and ideas. Therefore, I wish all the winners that their joint work serves its purpose well, bringing them joy and sense of belonging to the place they live,” Dagmar Sladká from the Česká Spořitelna Foundation who also worked as the evaluation committee member said by way of comment. 

 “Place Where We Live” is the core program of VIA Foundation, finishing its eight cycle this year. In total, 40 various public spaces was treated within this programme. But for the support of the general partner of the programme, Česká Spořitelna Foundation, neither this nor the previous years could take place. Moreover, owing to the main partner, NET4GAS, s.r.o., the foundation grants to the organizations could be increased by CZK 100 000.
“Our business activities are based on long-term development and care of the gas transmission system, which extends over almost all regions of the Czech Republic. As a good neighbour, we purposefully and on long-term basis contribute to the localities development by the NET4GAS Closer to Regions programme; for that reason, we have chosen VIA Foundation as our partner, as it is a professional in the field of community development. My congratulations go not only to the winning programme, but also to all the participants, for managing to transform the place where they live to their own image. I wish them that the collaboration they started goes successfully on,” Zuzana Kučerová, the Promotion Specialist and the evaluation committee member, said. 

For more information on the project please access the VIA Foundation website www.nadacevia.cz. 

Contact: 

VIA Foundation
Ondřej Šindelář 

tel.: 233 113 370

email: ondrej.sindelar@nadacevia.cz
 ANNEX NO. 1 – PRICE WINNING PROJECTS
The municipality of Francova Lhota (Vsetín district): Oasis of Peace (Oáza klidu) in Francova Lhota
The municipality of Francova Lhota is located in the Senice river valley in the western part of Javorník, at the border with the Slovak Republic. Several non-profit organizations and societies are active in the village, making the social life rather colourful. These societies make it possible for the local citizens to collaborate well with the municipality. Owing to the new “Oasis of Piece”, a project took place in Francova Lhota that involved the local public in the municipality development. The locals built a relax zone near the community house, which acquired the name “Špuntov” during the project implementation. 
Following a joint community planning, two voluntary jobs were organized for the public in October and November 2012, with similar features: both took place on Saturday, started at 9 o’clock, the works were not too demanding, there were refreshments for everyone and, above all, there was a good atmosphere during both events, in which participated a hundred of volunteers in their free time. 
The opening ceremony of Špuntov took place on Friday, 9 November 2012, late in the afternoon and in the evening packed with happenings. The ceremony was connected with the traditional lantern procession prepared by the local nursery school. This year, the “fireflies” set off from the community house, where they helped with lightening the candles illuminating the whole premises and from where their procession proceeded through Špuntov and the municipality to end at the nursery school. In the warmth of the community house, the visitors then could see the exhibition of models and photos from the project implementation and the draft logos.  
The municipality of Chříč (Pilsen North district): “Křic” spot – green light for Chříč

In the past, a small pub was closed in the Chříč municipality, leaving the local village square with the park the only place for gatherings and cultural and community events organizing. The square, located in the very centre of the village, acquired its unflattering image in the 1970’ during the event “the village catches up with the town”. The original picturesque village square was formed by a big pond with greenery, old pub and several weekenders’ cottages; then, the community house replaced the pub, which, on being finished, proved to be too big and was never properly used. 
Thanks to being involved in the “Place Where We Live” programme, and owing to their own efforts, the citizens of Chříč managed to transform the village square into a representative area for gatherings and relaxation. During five voluntary jobs between April and October 2012, the locals, among other things, cleaned the fountain, pruned and cut trees and bushes, cleaned up the children playground building nets around it.
The opening ceremony took place on Sunday, 25 November 2012 in the afternoon, when around a hundred of citizens came to look at the new village square in Chříč. In the course of the day, they could see four different draft designs for the square from the planning meeting as well as the exhibition of photos depicting the square history and renewal, hear the speech of the mayor, the representatives of the implementing group and of the sponsors, have something to eat, dance and rejoice over the renewed gathering place. 
The Grammar and Vocational School in Plasy (Pilsen North district): Community and relaxation spot in Plasy 

The renovation of the park before the building of the Vocational School in Plasy is the logical result of the efforts to follow the recent history of the place. The school building near the plot is built in functionalistic style of the 1930’, the park with its potential to become the natural centre of one of the municipality quarters was hitherto unused. The Academic Top (Akademický vršíček) citizen association, active at the school, organizes the students’ parents, former students and teachers, who gladly assisted in the renovation of the park and its transformation to a community and relaxation spot in Plasy. 
The students participating in the planning meetings then took part in the project implementing, the outcome being the renewed park before the secondary school building which is now used not only by the students, but by the general public as well. 
The opening ceremony took place on Wednesday 29 November 2012 in the afternoon, with a fifty of visitors. The ceremony included a performance of the local choir before the school building. The ceremony ribbon was cut by Zdeněk Hanzlíček, the mayor of Plasy. 

Embellishing Society for Nadějkov and its Neighbourhood (Tábor district): The opened garden opens souls, hearts and eyes 
The main purpose of the Embellishing Society for Nadějkov and its Neighbourhood is, among other things, to smarten up the region and to protect the environment. All the activities are done with the effort to involve the general public: the citizens are drawn into active decision-making and collaboration. This hold true also in the project of transformation of the presbytery garden located between the church and the presbytery in the western part or the square in the middle of the South-Bohemian village of Nadějkov. 
The presbytery garden was not open to public for many years; this however changed, and after a series of community planning and consequent voluntary jobs, the garden opened to various groups of citizens, such as the parishioners and tourists, becoming a place where the citizens of Nadějkov can meet. 
A “semi-opening” ceremony was held when the project reached its half, with 130 people participating. The participants enjoyed a nice evening in the open together. The opening ceremony was originally planned on 28 October 2012, when, however, the presbytery garden got covered in snow, so that the ceremony was rescheduled to the spring of 2013. 
The municipality of Nové Sedlice (Opava district): Social Cohesion Area (Areál soudržnosti)
In 1998, the municipality of Nové Sedlice separated from the Štítina village. The football field and its surroundings is the only public space in the municipality. The new local authority’s goal is to improve the atmosphere and interpersonal relations in the village through open communication and collaboration between the local authority and citizens with the local societies. Therefore, it was very important for the municipality to start community planning, involving the citizens in the decision-making concerning the future development of their village. 
The Social Cohesion Area as such is the icing on the cake which the organizers deserved for their well done work. The first afternoon in December of 2012, around 70 people came to the football field to ceremonially open the Social Cohesion Area – children playground, sandpit and gazebo with a fire ring – after a year of community work and voluntary jobs. 
The present guests, volunteers with their family and the first visitors were welcomed by Zuzana Rohovská, the mayor. She thanked all the partners for their support and for their participating in the project. The ribbon-cutting ceremony followed, after which the children jumped on the climbing frames while the adults remembered their joint planning and voluntary jobs. All were really happy that the project could be brought to life. 
ANNEX NO. 2: THE PROGRAMME PARTNERS
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VIA Foundation supports and promotes active public participation in the development of democracy in the Czech Republic. The foundation supports the improvement of relations and cooperation between non-profit organizations, local governments and entrepreneurs, acting on the conviction that this is the way to make people take responsibility for their environs - to think and discuss, plan changes together and turn the plans into reality.  The foundation promotes the growth of non-profit organizations, as they are indispensable for the achieving of civil society, and endorses sponsorship, as neither civil society nor non-profit organization can exist without being supported by enlightened individuals, companies and institutions. 
www.nadacevia.cz
[image: image2.png]NADACE

CESKE SPORITELNY



Česká Spořitelna Foundation is active in the field of corporate philanthropy, focusing on social development areas which are often overlooked by other donors, whether it is senior citizens care or the care of drug addicts who try to disentangle themselves from their addiction. Moreover, the foundation focuses on environmental protection, sustainable development and on educational projects. The means of Česká Spořitelna Foundation are distributed with a view to assisting non-profit and charity organizations in the regions by means of projects of Česká Spořitelna regional branches. Česká Spořitelna maintains and develops the sponsoring tradition which extends from the time the first saving banks were established more than 180 years ago. The foundation supports charitable non-profit societies and organizations, citizens associations, foundations and endowment funds.  
www.nadacecs.cz
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NET4GAS, s.r.o. company is a reliable and safe transmission system operator that provides for available and sufficient capacities for both domestic and foreign partners, guaranteeing non-discriminatory access to the transmission system. NET4GAS, s.r.o., transports natural gas in the Czech Republic by a system of 3,800 kilometres pipelines. Being aware of its social responsibility, NET4GAS develops and deepens its concept of sponsoring and corporate donorship. It is active in the field of environmental and nature protection (NET4GAS Closer to Nature), education, training and research (NET4GAS Closer to Knowledge) and regional support (NET4GAS Closer to Regions).
www.net4gas.cz
