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PRESS RELEASE

Cínovec Peat Bogs Return to their Original State
· The DAPHNE Czech Republic Association successfully completed the final phase of the project for the Revitalization of Peat Bogs in the Ore Mountains
· As a result of the NET4GAS programme Closer to Nature, the Cínovec vicinity remains an area with the occurrence of a number of other rare species and habitats
Cínovec, 23 July 2013 – The civic association DAPHNE Czech Republic - Institute of Applied Ecology, with the support from the NET4GAS Closer to Nature programme, completed the recovery of the “U jezera” (Lakeside) peat bog near the village of Cínovec. The newly built system of wooden barriers in the drainage canals is already fully functional. In the same way as in the “Cínovecký hřbet” (Cínovec Ridge) locality, revitalized in the years 2010 - 2011, this helps to raise the water table, thereby restoring the original natural habitat - active raised bogs, peat bogs and acidified spruce. In both areas, more than 210 wooden barriers have been placed across an area of over 25 hectares. 
Jan Dušek, the director of DAPHNE Czech Republic, explains the principle of the peat bog recovery: “The water around the barriers that have been built shows that the barriers work. The sphagnum moss is now beginning to edge out the unwanted plants, and a layer of peat layer is gradually building up. This effect can be observed in the previously revitalized peat bog Cínovecký hřbet, and after the winter, also in the “U jezera” (Lakeside) locality. The revitalization of both sites will contribute to the preservation of native plants and animals, such as the carnivorous sundew and the rare black grouse,” Dušek said.
“The preservation of the original character of the landscape is inherent to our social responsibility. Therefore, since 2007, within the framework of the NET4GAS Closer to Nature programme, we have been supporting projects that see the motto “Closer to Nature” as an important part of sustainable development,” said Radek Benčík, NET4GAS COO.
The implementation of the project has contributed to the objectives set for the nature reserve U jezera peat bog – Cínovecká peat bog within the plan for the protected area.
When restoring the peat bogs, wooden barriers between 20 cm and 2 m in size were used to dam the troughs. “For the adjustments in the locality U Jezera, we used the remnants of riparian ramparts from the previously excavated trenches and natural materials from the area,” said Ondřej Volf of the civic association Amethyst, which was a direct implementer of the revitalization works, and added: “The damming is just of a temporary character due to the material. Over time, the barriers will completely decompose in the grooves.” The gradual clogging of grooves and flooding of areas in the region contributes to the restoration of the original hydrological conditions. The increased water level in both areas is a sign of the project being successful.
The revitalized areas are interesting not only for professionals, but can also be viewed by tourists. Across the peat bogs leads a 14 km nature trail, which starts in Cínovec and which includes eight information panels that inform the public about the life on the peat bogs, the geology and hydrology of the Ore Mountains, and last, but not least, about the revitalization itself. A hidden treasure for geocachers can be found on the nature trail. More information about the revitalization of the Ore Mountains peat bogs can also be found on the website of NET4GAS’ Closer to Nature programme www.blizprirode.cz. 

The following entities participated in the peat bogs revitalization project in the Ore Mountains:

· Ústí nad Labem Region (patronage of the project) 
· DAPHNE CZECH REPUBLIC  – Institute of Applied Ecology (project leader)
· AMETYST civic association (project implementer)  
· NET4GAS, s.r.o. (general partner of the project) 
· Ministry of the Environment, the Agency for the Conservation of Nature and Landscape of the Czech Republic and the Czech Agricultural University in Prague (project support)

The mission of the civic association DAPHNE Czech Republic - Institute of Applied Ecology is to contribute to improving the state of the landscape through the application of ecological research, the promotion of sustainable management, and raising awareness of key groups with influence on the landscape. Its work is based primarily on the wide range of expertise of its staff - from botany and zoology, through Applied Ecology statistics, to agriculture. The association contributes to the protection of nature and low-impact landscape management through the implementation of specialised research and practical activities and education on ecology and agriculture. Daphne Czech Republic was founded in 2004.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NET4GAS is a reliable and safe gas transmission system operator, and thus its area of business is closely linked to the issue of the protection of nature and the preservation thereof for future generations. This principle is based not only on the company’s responsible business practices above and beyond the legal standards, but also on the long-term strategy of corporate philanthropy carried out under NET4GAS’ programme Closer to Nature. NET4GAS is the general partner of the Czech Union for Nature Conservation and of the civic association DAPHNE Czech Republic - Institute of Applied Ecology for the projects “Revitalization of Peat Bogs in the Ore Mountains”, “ Natura in Green – Management of Europe’s Special Areas of Conservation Influenced by Former Military Activities.” NET4GAS also supports other projects for which the motto “Closer to Nature” is an important part of sustainable development. You can find detailed information about accessible locations, which can serve as interesting tips for places to visit, on the public website www.blizprirode.cz.
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